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FOUR-COUNTRY CHRISTMASTIME ON THE RHINE
AMSTERDAM TO BASEL  –  9 DAYS  /  8 NIGHTS

Spend more than a week in the Netherlands, Germany, France, and Switzerland, immersing 
yourself in the long-held festive season customs, traditions, and jolly Christmas Markets in each 
country. Embark in Amsterdam, the dazzling Venice of the North, then cruise south to Cologne 
with its twin-spired cathedral, home to the Shrine of the Three Magi. A visual feast awaits 
in the Rhine Valley, where more than three dozen medieval castles dot the landscape. Then, 
explore the storybook atmosphere of Rüdesheim in the heart of the Rheingau’s Riesling wine 
country. Other German stops include Frankfurt, whose Christmas Market is one of the oldest in 
Germany, dating back to 1393, and Mannheim, whose grand Baroque palace is sure to impress. 
Your adventure concludes with visits to charming Strasbourg in France and Basel, where the 
borders of Switzerland, Germany, and France meet.

FRANKFURT

ITINERARY
Day 1 –	Amsterdam
Day 3 –	Amsterdam
Day 4 –	Cologne 
Day 4 –	Rhine Valley / 

Rüdesheim
Day 5 –	Frankfurt

Day 6 –	Mannheim / 
Speyer

Day 7 –	Strasbourg
Day 8 –	Breisach
Day 9 –	Basel

RIVERSIDE SIGNATURE EVENT 
Further enhance your cruise with unfor-
gettable experiences. In Amsterdam, the 
city’s daytime brilliance is only eclipsed 
by the city at night! With atmospheric 
music setting the mood, cruise through 
the 17th-century canals, enjoying a drink 
and your choice of decadent dessert. 
Float past islands, bridges, the famous 
Anne Frank House, and splendid patrician 
homes from the Dutch Golden Age.
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DAY 1 – AMSTERDAM
Welcome to Amsterdam, capital of the Nether-
lands and the show-stopping “Venice of the 
North”, where more than 62 miles (100 km) of ca-
nals zigzag through the city. Embark your River-
side luxury ship, get settled, and meet your fellow 
shipmates at an onboard welcome dinner! This 
evening, don’t miss our RIVERSIDE SIGNATURE 
dessert cruise through the romantic canals of 
Amsterdam. 

DAY 2 – AMSTERDAM
Goedemorgen (good morning)—the magnificence 
of Amsterdam awaits! You can spend time with 
the Dutch masters at the Rijksmuseum; visit the 
Royal Palace of Amsterdam; follow in the final 
footsteps of Holocaust diarist Anne Frank during 
a virtual reality experience; or other great RIVER-
SIDE CHOICE excursion options. You can see a 
complete list of offerings on our website.

DAY 3 – COLOGNE
Relax on the ship this morning, with time to sleep 
in, enjoy a leisurely breakfast, or schedule a pam-
pering massage or spa treatment. After lunch, 
the ship arrives in Cologne for a guided stroll 
through the historic district, visit to the awe-in-
spiring cathedral (symbol of the city and home to 
the Shrine of the Three Magi), and chance to 
make merry at one of Germany’s breathtaking 
Christmas Markets. Immerse yourself in the 
pre-Christmas ambiance, complete with twinkling 
lights, beautiful carols and church bells, ginger-
bread and almond cookies, and, of course, 
sizzling wursts (sausages), hot off the grill! 

DAY 4 – RHINE Valley SCENIC CRUISING / 
RÜDESHEIM
The morning begins with scenic cruising through 
the Rhine Valley, where dozens of medieval cas-
tles adorn both sides of the river. Don’t miss our 
UNIQUELY RIVERSIDE Rüdesheimer Coffee 
demonstration and tasting. Before lunch, arrive in 
the cozy wine village of Rüdesheim, where the 
Winzerexpress train shows off the sights with 
commentary about the area’s history and culture. 
Afterward, there’s time to soak in the Christmas 
atmosphere along the Drosselgasse, a 15th-
century cobblestone lane lined with Old World 
architecture. Consider warming yourself with a 
Rüdesheimer Coffee in the very place it was 
invented.

DAY 5 – FRANKFURT
Welcome to Frankfurt, known as Germany’s 
“Mainhattan” for its international business and 
financial activity. Join our guided tour that in-
cludes an ascent up the Main Tower and time in 
the medieval Old Town, home to the iconic Römer 
Town Hall and bustling Frankfurt Christmas 
Market, which dates back to 1393 and attracts 
3 million visitors annually.

DAY 6 – MANNHEIM–SPEYER 
First stop today is Mannheim, the City of Inven-
tions where the Rhine and Neckar Rivers meet. 
See Schwetzingen Palace, which was destroyed 
and rebuilt several times and today is a state-
owned heritage site, or join an outing to Heidel-
berg, home to Germany’s oldest university and 
legendary castle. Guests who visit Heidelberg will 
rejoin the ship at the next port; all others will re-
turn to the ship for lunch as it cruises on to 
2,000-year-old Speyer. There, an Old Town walk-
ing tour includes a tasting of authentic German 
pretzels and time at the Christmas Market for a 
merry mug of Glühwein! Other choices: an enrich-
ing Jewish heritage tour, or a visit to the fascinat-
ing Speyer Technology Museum.  

DAY 7 – STRASBOURG 
A cheery “bonjour” as you arrive in the unforget-
table French city of Strasbourg. Here, RIVER-
SIDE CHOICE offerings include a panoramic city 
tour and cruise along the atmospheric canals, a 
guided walk featuring the beautiful cathedral, or 
a trip to the unspoiled medieval village of Ober-
nai. Back on your ship later, enjoy a UNIQUELY 
RIVERSIDE onboard presentation about Glüh-
wein, the region’s popular hot mulled wine served 
at Christmas Markets far and wide. Sample three 
distinct varieties, accompanied by traditional 
Christmas treats. 

DAY 8 – BREISACH 
In Breisach, you’ll discover the captivating 
gateway between the French Alsace region and 
Germany’s legendary Black Forest. How about a 
wine cellar tasting experience, a hike through 
Ravenna Gorge, or an outing to Freiburg, Ger
many’s southernmost town?    

DAY 9 – BASEL 
After breakfast, disembark your ship. For River-
side transfer details, see our website.





