
DATES IN 2027
25 Nov, 11 Dec

ROUTE-ID: 27-X-ZF4FA4

FOUR-COUNTRY RHINE ADVENT ADVENTURE
BASEL TO AMSTERDAM  –  9 DAYS  /  8 NIGHTS

Immerse yourself in the Old World traditions of Christmas during a merry luxury cruise from 
Switzerland to the Netherlands. Embark in Basel, cruising north to Strasbourg, France’s self- 
proclaimed “Capitale de Noël” (Capital of Christmas) for a visit to one of Europe’s oldest 
Christkindelsmäriks (Christmas Markets). In Germany, ports include ancient Speyer; Mannheim, 
the renowned “City of Inventions”; and Frankfurt, whose Christmas Market dates back to 
1393. A true highlight is the Rhine Valley, where peaceful scenic cruising gives you plenty of 
time to admire the many riverside castles. Time in storybook Rüdesheim reveals the heart of 
the Rheingau’s Riesling wine country, while Cologne proudly welcomes you to its iconic twin-
spired cathedral, home to the Shrine of the Three Magi. Your journey ends in Amsterdam, the 
mesmerizing Venice of the North!

FRANKFURT

ITINERARY
Day 1 –	Basel
Day 2 –	Breisach
Day 3 –	Strasbourg
Day 4 –	Speyer / 

Mannheim
Day 5 –	Frankfurt

Day 6 –	Rüdesheim / 
Rhine Valley / 
Koblenz

Day 7 –	Cologne
Day 8 –	Amsterdam
Day 9 –	Amsterdam

UNIQUELY RIVERSIDE
Enjoy an authentic destination experience 
that leaves an unforgettable impression. In 
Germany, Christmas celebrations wouldn’t 
be complete without Glühwein, the popu-
lar hot, mulled wine served at Christmas 
Markets throughout the country. Attend 
an informative onboard talk to learn about 
the beverage’s long history and how rec-
ipes vary from city to city. Then, sample 
steaming mugs of Glühwein with traditional 
Christmas Leckereien (goodies).
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DAY 1 – BASEL 
Welcome to Basel on the Rhine, Switzerland’s 
capital of culture and home to many world-class 
museums. Embark the luxurious Riverside 
Debussy and relax as you settle in. Then, tonight, 
meet fellow cruisemates during your first on-
board dinner. 

DAY 2 – BREISACH
Enjoy a relaxed morning, complete with stunning 
river scenery, plenty of fresh coffee or tea, and a 
delightful hot-or-not breakfast. After-lunch arrival 
in Breisach to discover the captivating gateway 
between the French Alsace and Germany’s leg-
endary Black Forest. Through our RIVERSIDE 
CHOICE selection of excursions, a wine cellar 
tasting experience is on offer, as well as an out-
ing to Freiburg, Germany’s southernmost town. 

DAY 3 – STRASBOURG 
An easy start to your day, with plenty of time to 
sleep in or enjoy the ship’s many amenities. A 
UNIQUELY RIVERSIDE onboard presentation will 
help get you in the holiday spirit! Learn all about 
Glühwein, the region’s popular hot mulled wine 
served at Christmas Markets far and wide. Sam-
ple three distinct varieties, accompanied by tradi-
tional Christmas treats. After lunch, visit one of 
France’s true treasures—Strasbourg! Our excit-
ing RIVERSIDE CHOICE city tour features the 
European Quarter, where the European Parlia-

ment, Council of Europe, and other international 
institutions are based. Then, stroll with a guide 
through the Grande Île to one of Europe’s oldest 
Christkindelsmäriks (Christmas Markets). See 
how the French celebrate in this self-proclaimed 
“Capitale de Noël” (Capital of Christmas) as you 
wander among hundreds of wooden huts selling 
crafts, gifts, and culinary delights. Also take note 
of the 98-foot-high (30-meter) Great Christmas 
Tree, one of the tallest decorated natural Christ-
mas trees in Europe. If you prefer, an outing is 
available to medieval Obernai in the French 
Alsace region.  

DAY 4 – SPEYER / MANNHEIM 
First stop today is 2,000-year-old Speyer. There, 
an Old Town walking tour features time at the 
Christmas Market for a merry mug of Glühwein. 
Other choices include an enriching Jewish 
heritage tour, time at the fascinating Technology 
Museum, or an outing to Heidelberg, home to 
Germany’s oldest university and legendary castle. 
Guests who visit Heidelberg will rejoin the ship at 
the next port; all others will return to the ship for 
lunch. Afternoon arrival in Mannheim, the City of 
Inventions where the Rhine and Neckar Rivers 
meet. With RIVERSIDE CHOICE, visit the massive 
Baroque palace (second in size only to Versailles); 
or maybe take a tour with “Bertha Benz” to learn 
about this innovative birthplace of the auto
mobile.

CHRISTMAS MARKET STRASBOURG



RHINE VALLEY IN WINTER

ROUTE-ID: 27-X-ZF4FA4



FRANKFURT

DAY 5 – FRANKFURT
Arrive this morning in Frankfurt am Main, Ger
many’s inimitable “Mainhattan”. With more than 
300 global credit institutions, the European Cen-
tral Bank, and Deutsche Börse, Frankfurt is a 
true hub of international finance. To get a true 
understanding of the city, follow in the footsteps 
of Johann Goethe, Frankfurt’s 18th-century 
native son and celebrated writer, scientist, and 
statesman; admire art by Monet, Picasso, 
Rembrandt, and other masters at the Städel Mu-
seum; or explore the city from above during an 
ascent up the 656-foot-high Main Tower. Best of 
all, spend time at the Frankfurt Christmas 
Market, which dates back to 1393 and attracts 
3 million visitors annually.

DAY 6 – RÜDESHEIM / RHINE valley 
SCENIC CRUISING / KOBLENZ 
Your day begins in the beautiful wine village of 
Rüdesheim. With a RIVERSIDE CHOICE menu of 
excursions, you could see the sights aboard the 
Winzerexpress train, visit Siegfried’s Mechanical 
Music Museum, and explore the jolly Christmas 
Market, where heavenly aromas and steaming 
mugs of Glühwein coffee await! Return to the 
ship for a highlight passage through the stunning 
Rhine Valley. For more than a millennium, this 
section of the river has been adorned with 
terraced vineyards and more than three dozen 
stunning hilltop castles. From up on the Vista 
Deck, you won’t miss a thing! Also, don’t miss our 
UNIQUELY RIVERSIDE Rüdesheimer Coffee 
demonstration to learn the secrets behind this 
indulgent Rheingau treat. Late-afternoon arrival 
in Koblenz for a guided walk through the Old 
Town amid a sea of twinkling holiday lights. See 
the iconic Deutsches Eck, where the Rhine and 
Moselle Rivers meet, then visit the Christmas 
Market with its enormous Advent calendar.

DAY 7 – COLOGNE
Today is fully dedicated to the magnificence of 
Cologne. With RIVERSIDE CHOICE, join the Jew-
ish Cologne tour and visit a former synagogue 
site, a Mikveh, and the former Gestapo head-
quarters during WWII; or learn all about chocolate 
at the Cologne Chocolate Museum. After lunch, 
embark on a Kölsch Beer Discovery to learn all 
about the city’s favorite hoppy beverage, or stroll 
through the Old Town, visit the cathedral (symbol 
of the city and home to the Shrine of the Three 
Magi), and spend time at one of Germany’s most 
impressive Christmas Markets.  

DAY 8 – AMSTERDAM
Today, enter a whole different country as your 
ship crosses into the Netherlands. After lunch, 
dock in Amsterdam, the capital and show-stop-
ping “Venice of the North”, where more than 
62  miles (100 km) of canals zigzag through the 
city. Activities on offer include a magical canal 
cruise, followed by time with the Dutch masters 
at the incredible Rijksmuseum; a canal cruise, 
peek inside a 17th-century canal home, and a 
tasting of palate-pleasing Dutch cheeses; or a 
fun foodie walk for a thorough introduction to the 
authentic flavors of Amsterdam!

DAY 9 – AMSTERDAM
After breakfast, disembark your ship. For River-
side transfer details, see our website.





